GREATER FLORIDA CONSORTIUM
OF
SCHOOL BOARDS’
2018 LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

MONROE

Constitution of the State of Florida, Article IX - - Section 1.

“The education of children is a fundamental value of the people of the State of Florida. It is therefore a
paramount duty of the State to make adequate provision for the education of all the children residing within
its borders. Adequate provision shall be made by law for a uniform, efficient, safe, secure, and high quality
system of free public schools that allows students to obtain a high quality education....”

GOAL: TO INCREASE, ON A PHASED-IN BASIS, THE AVERAGE PER STUDENT FUNDING
TO ENSURE THAT FLORIDA IS IN THE TOP HALF OF THE STATES AND CAN
PROVIDE A WORLD CLASS EDUCATION TO ENABLE ITS STUDENTS TO
COMPETE AND EXCEL IN THE GLOBAL MARKET PLACE.

ENSURE THAT, IN ALL CASES, LEGISLATION BE EVALUATED TO PROVIDE
THAT IT DOES NOT CONFLICT WITH THE CONSTITUTIONAL AND HOME RULE
AUTHORITY OF SCHOOL BOARDS TO “OPERATE, CONTROL, AND SUPERVISE”
ALL PUBLIC SCHOOLS WITHIN THEIR SCHOOL DISTRICTS.

PRIORITY ISSUES

RESPECT THE CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY OF SCHOOL BOARDS

“The school board shall operate, control and supervise all free public schools within the school district and
determine the rate of school district taxes within the limits prescribed herein. Two or more school districts
may operate and finance joint educational programs.” — The Florida Constitution, Article IX, Section 4(b).

FUNDING

Allocate sufficient total funds with flexibility to enable school districts to support: guaranteed continuation
budgets that provide for enrollment changes, inflationary increases, competitive salaries and benefits for
teachers and other personnel and quality program improvements, by increasing the Base Student Allocation
(BSA) for FY 2018-19 at least four percent per student in total potential state and local dollars, exclusive of
categorical programs.

CAPITAL OUTLAY FUNDING

Restore the full optional 2.0 mill levy for capital purposes to meet school maintenance and technology needs
and reject any further reduction and continue the flexibility to use this capital revenue to pay property and
casualty insurance premiums; to purchase equipment to implement on-line testing; and, to purchase software
required to run equipment or other critical capital or operational needs.
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